CHAPTER XVI.
THE   SOCIAL   CITY   OF   BEFUGE.
I AM tempted again to turn to Hebrew history to find a parallel for what would I believe be easily accomplished at an early period in connection with our " Poor Man's Paradise." I refer to what was styled the " City of Refuge/' The object of this institution was to provide a temporary shelter for those who had unintentionally killed any one, so that they might escape from " the avenger of blood." If on inquiry it could be proved that the death was purely accidental, the f ugitive was entitled to claim protection until by the death of the high priest, the blood should have been expiated when he would be free to return to his home and people. If, on the other hand, it were a case of premeditated murder, the city authorities were bound to hand over the fugitive to justice.
The careful provision made by the Hebrew law for the occasional manslayer surely casts a severe reflection on the millions who, many of them through no fault of their own, represent the submerged tenth I Let us leave for the time being the wilful criminals who are the open enemies of society to be dealt with as severely as you like by the arm of the law. Turn for a momenta pitying gaze towards those hungry destitute multitudes, who cannot it may be, plead their own cause, but whose woes surely speak with an eloquence that no mere words could ever match I "Why should we not provide them with a City of Refuge, where they will have a chance of regaining their feet ? Ifit.be urged that their numbers preclude such a possibility, we would reply that it has already been proved in the previous